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This invention relates to a method of maintaining the integrity of changes made to 
a revisable form document in a shared library. This invention provides a COPY 
command with options for checking out and checking in a revisable form document to 
a shared library. The check-out option allows a single user to check out the 
revisable form document from the shared library and make a copy thereof in a user's 
private storage space. A lock is placed on the revisable form document in the 
shared library to prevent changes while it is checked out. Information relating the 
revisable form document to the copy is placed in both documents. This information 
is used when the copy, with the user's changes, is returned to the shared library. 
Updates are permitted only to the copy in the private storage space. Once updates 
are completed, the check-in option is used to return the copy to the shared 
library. Information relating the revisable form document to the copy is removed 
from both documents and the lock is removed from the revisable form document. The 
revisable form document will again be made available for check out by a single 
user. The check-in option also permits the copy placed in the user's private 
storage space to be optionally deleted after the check-in operation is completed. 
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ABSTRACT : 

A system and method (510) for software documentation process control includes the 
steps of receiving and storing check-in data related to documentation (540, 542, 
544, 546, 550, 552) checked into a version control system (12). Subsequently, the 
documentation is associated with a specific version and release of a software 
product, and tags the documentation with a unique label indicative of the specific 
version and release of the software product. The documentation is stored in a 
project file directory (566) associated with the specific version and release of 
the software product. 
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ABSTRACT: 

Source modules (160) are checked-into a version control subsystem (12) and check-in 
data are sent to the file release control system (10) . System (10) provides for the 
selection of check-in data for attaching to a release form (162), the entry of 
additional information, such as a problem report number associated with the source 
module (160), and submission of the release form (162) for approval for a build • 
(170) of a software product. System (10) further provides for the permanent 
identification (171) of versions of source modules (160) with a specific build 
(170) of a product. 
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